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must be made available to the Presi-
dent, the Council and the public. 

[43 FR 55998, Nov. 29, 1978] 

§ 1504.2 Criteria for referral. 
Environmental referrals should be 

made to the Council only after con-
certed, timely (as early as possible in 
the process), but unsuccessful attempts 
to resolve differences with the lead 
agency. In determining what environ-
mental objections to the matter are ap-
propriate to refer to the Council, an 
agency should weigh potential adverse 
environmental impacts, considering: 

(a) Possible violation of national en-
vironmental standards or policies. 

(b) Severity. 
(c) Geographical scope. 
(d) Duration. 
(e) Importance as precedents. 
(f) Availability of environmentally 

preferable alternatives. 

[43 FR 55998, Nov. 29, 1978] 

§ 1504.3 Procedure for referrals and 
response. 

(a) A Federal agency making the re-
ferral to the Council shall: 

(1) Advise the lead agency at the ear-
liest possible time that it intends to 
refer a matter to the Council unless a 
satisfactory agreement is reached. 

(2) Include such advice in the refer-
ring agency’s comments on the draft 
environmental impact statement, ex-
cept when the statement does not con-
tain adequate information to permit an 
assessment of the matter’s environ-
mental acceptability. 

(3) Identify any essential information 
that is lacking and request that it be 
made available at the earliest possible 
time. 

(4) Send copies of such advice to the 
Council. 

(b) The referring agency shall deliver 
its referral to the Council not later 
than twenty-five (25) days after the 
final environmental impact statement 
has been made available to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, com-
menting agencies, and the public. Ex-
cept when an extension of this period 
has been granted by the lead agency, 
the Council will not accept a referral 
after that date. 

(c) The referral shall consist of: 

(1) A copy of the letter signed by the 
head of the referring agency and deliv-
ered to the lead agency informing the 
lead agency of the referral and the rea-
sons for it, and requesting that no ac-
tion be taken to implement the matter 
until the Council acts upon the refer-
ral. The letter shall include a copy of 
the statement referred to in (c)(2) of 
this section. 

(2) A statement supported by factual 
evidence leading to the conclusion that 
the matter is unsatisfactory from the 
standpoint of public health or welfare 
or environmental quality. The state-
ment shall: 

(i) Identify any material facts in con-
troversy and incorporate (by reference 
if appropriate) agreed upon facts, 

(ii) Identify any existing environ-
mental requirements or policies which 
would be violated by the matter, 

(iii) Present the reasons why the re-
ferring agency believes the matter is 
environmentally unsatisfactory, 

(iv) Contain a finding by the agency 
whether the issue raised is of national 
importance because of the threat to na-
tional environmental resources or poli-
cies or for some other reason, 

(v) Review the steps taken by the re-
ferring agency to bring its concerns to 
the attention of the lead agency at the 
earliest possible time, and 

(vi) Give the referring agency’s rec-
ommendations as to what mitigation 
alternative, further study, or other 
course of action (including abandon-
ment of the matter) are necessary to 
remedy the situation. 

(d) Not later than twenty-five (25) 
days after the referral to the Council 
the lead agency may deliver a response 
to the Council, and the referring agen-
cy. If the lead agency requests more 
time and gives assurance that the mat-
ter will not go forward in the interim, 
the Council may grant an extension. 
The response shall: 

(1) Address fully the issues raised in 
the referral. 

(2) Be supported by evidence. 
(3) Give the lead agency’s response to 

the referring agency’s recommenda-
tions. 

(e) Interested persons (including the 
applicant) may deliver their views in 
writing to the Council. Views in sup-
port of the referral should be delivered 
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not later than the referral. Views in 
support of the response shall be deliv-
ered not later than the response. 

(f) Not later than twenty-five (25) 
days after receipt of both the referral 
and any response or upon being in-
formed that there will be no response 
(unless the lead agency agrees to a 
longer time), the Council may take one 
or more of the following actions: 

(1) Conclude that the process of refer-
ral and response has successfully re-
solved the problem. 

(2) Initiate discussions with the agen-
cies with the objective of mediation 
with referring and lead agencies. 

(3) Hold public meetings or hearings 
to obtain additional views and informa-
tion. 

(4) Determine that the issue is not 
one of national importance and request 
the referring and lead agencies to pur-
sue their decision process. 

(5) Determine that the issue should 
be further negotiated by the referring 
and lead agencies and is not appro-
priate for Council consideration until 
one or more heads of agencies report to 
the Council that the agencies’ disagree-
ments are irreconcilable. 

(6) Publish its findings and rec-
ommendations (including where appro-
priate a finding that the submitted evi-
dence does not support the position of 
an agency). 

(7) When appropriate, submit the re-
ferral and the response together with 
the Council’s recommendation to the 
President for action. 

(g) The Council shall take no longer 
than 60 days to complete the actions 
specified in paragraph (f)(2), (3), or (5) 
of this section. 

(h) When the referral involves an ac-
tion required by statute to be deter-
mined on the record after opportunity 
for agency hearing, the referral shall 
be conducted in a manner consistent 
with 5 U.S.C. 557(d) (Administrative 
Procedure Act). 

[43 FR 55998, Nov. 29, 1978; 44 FR 873, Jan. 3, 
1979] 

PART 1505—NEPA AND AGENCY 
DECISIONMAKING 

Sec. 
1505.1 Agency decisionmaking procedures. 

1505.2 Record of decision in cases requiring 
environmental impact statements. 

1505.3 Implementing the decision. 

AUTHORITY: NEPA, the Environmental 
Quality Improvement Act of 1970, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), sec. 309 of the Clean 
Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609), and E.O. 
11514 (Mar. 5, 1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, 
May 24, 1977). 

SOURCE: 43 FR 55999, Nov. 29, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1505.1 Agency decisionmaking proce-
dures. 

Agencies shall adopt procedures 
(§ 1507.3) to ensure that decisions are 
made in accordance with the policies 
and purposes of the Act. Such proce-
dures shall include but not be limited 
to: 

(a) Implementing procedures under 
section 102(2) to achieve the require-
ments of sections 101 and 102(1). 

(b) Designating the major decision 
points for the agency’s principal pro-
grams likely to have a significant ef-
fect on the human environment and as-
suring that the NEPA process cor-
responds with them. 

(c) Requiring that relevant environ-
mental documents, comments, and re-
sponses be part of the record in formal 
rulemaking or adjudicatory pro-
ceedings. 

(d) Requiring that relevant environ-
mental documents, comments, and re-
sponses accompany the proposal 
through existing agency review proc-
esses so that agency officials use the 
statement in making decisions. 

(e) Requiring that the alternatives 
considered by the decisionmaker are 
encompassed by the range of alter-
natives discussed in the relevant envi-
ronmental documents and that the de-
cisionmaker consider the alternatives 
described in the environmental impact 
statement. If another decision docu-
ment accompanies the relevant envi-
ronmental documents to the decision-
maker, agencies are encouraged to 
make available to the public before the 
decision is made any part of that docu-
ment that relates to the comparison of 
alternatives. 
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§ 1505.2 Record of decision in cases re-
quiring environmental impact 
statements. 

At the time of its decision (§ 1506.10) 
or, if appropriate, its recommendation 
to Congress, each agency shall prepare 
a concise public record of decision. The 
record, which may be integrated into 
any other record prepared by the agen-
cy, including that required by OMB 
Circular A–95 (Revised), part I, sections 
6(c) and (d), and part II, section 5(b)(4), 
shall: 

(a) State what the decision was. 
(b) Identify all alternatives consid-

ered by the agency in reaching its deci-
sion, specifying the alternative or al-
ternatives which were considered to be 
environmentally preferable. An agency 
may discuss preferences among alter-
natives based on relevant factors in-
cluding economic and technical consid-
erations and agency statutory mis-
sions. An agency shall identify and dis-
cuss all such factors including any es-
sential considerations of national pol-
icy which were balanced by the agency 
in making its decision and state how 
those considerations entered into its 
decision. 

(c) State whether all practicable 
means to avoid or minimize environ-
mental harm from the alternative se-
lected have been adopted, and if not, 
why they were not. A monitoring and 
enforcement program shall be adopted 
and summarized where applicable for 
any mitigation. 

§ 1505.3 Implementing the decision. 

Agencies may provide for monitoring 
to assure that their decisions are car-
ried out and should do so in important 
cases. Mitigation (§ 1505.2(c)) and other 
conditions established in the environ-
mental impact statement or during its 
review and committed as part of the 
decision shall be implemented by the 
lead agency or other appropriate con-
senting agency. The lead agency shall: 

(a) Include appropriate conditions in 
grants, permits or other approvals. 

(b) Condition funding of actions on 
mitigation. 

(c) Upon request, inform cooperating 
or commenting agencies on progress in 
carrying out mitigation measures 
which they have proposed and which 

were adopted by the agency making 
the decision. 

(d) Upon request, make available to 
the public the results of relevant moni-
toring. 

PART 1506—OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
OF NEPA 

Sec. 
1506.1 Limitations on actions during NEPA 

process. 
1506.2 Elimination of duplication with State 

and local procedures. 
1506.3 Adoption. 
1506.4 Combining documents. 
1506.5 Agency responsibility. 
1506.6 Public involvement. 
1506.7 Further guidance. 
1506.8 Proposals for legislation. 
1506.9 Filing requirements. 
1506.10 Timing of agency action. 
1506.11 Emergencies. 
1506.12 Effective date. 

AUTHORITY: NEPA, the Environmental 
Quality Improvement Act of 1970, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), sec. 309 of the Clean 
Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609), and E.O. 
11514 (Mar. 5, 1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, 
May 24, 1977). 

SOURCE: 43 FR 56000, Nov. 29, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1506.1 Limitations on actions during 
NEPA process. 

(a) Until an agency issues a record of 
decision as provided in § 1505.2 (except 
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion), no action concerning the pro-
posal shall be taken which would: 

(1) Have an adverse environmental 
impact; or 

(2) Limit the choice of reasonable al-
ternatives. 

(b) If any agency is considering an 
application from a non-Federal entity, 
and is aware that the applicant is 
about to take an action within the 
agency’s jurisdiction that would meet 
either of the criteria in paragraph (a) 
of this section, then the agency shall 
promptly notify the applicant that the 
agency will take appropriate action to 
insure that the objectives and proce-
dures of NEPA are achieved. 

(c) While work on a required program 
environmental impact statement is in 
progress and the action is not covered 
by an existing program statement, 
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agencies shall not undertake in the in-
terim any major Federal action cov-
ered by the program which may signifi-
cantly affect the quality of the human 
environment unless such action: 

(1) Is justified independently of the 
program; 

(2) Is itself accompanied by an ade-
quate environmental impact state-
ment; and 

(3) Will not prejudice the ultimate 
decision on the program. Interim ac-
tion prejudices the ultimate decision 
on the program when it tends to deter-
mine subsequent development or limit 
alternatives. 

(d) This section does not preclude de-
velopment by applicants of plans or de-
signs or performance of other work 
necessary to support an application for 
Federal, State or local permits or as-
sistance. Nothing in this section shall 
preclude Rural Electrification Admin-
istration approval of minimal expendi-
tures not affecting the environment 
(e.g. long leadtime equipment and pur-
chase options) made by non-govern-
mental entities seeking loan guaran-
tees from the Administration. 

§ 1506.2 Elimination of duplication 
with State and local procedures. 

(a) Agencies authorized by law to co-
operate with State agencies of state-
wide jurisdiction pursuant to section 
102(2)(D) of the Act may do so. 

(b) Agencies shall cooperate with 
State and local agencies to the fullest 
extent possible to reduce duplication 
between NEPA and State and local re-
quirements, unless the agencies are 
specifically barred from doing so by 
some other law. Except for cases cov-
ered by paragraph (a) of this section, 
such cooperation shall to the fullest 
extent possible include: 

(1) Joint planning processes. 
(2) Joint environmental research and 

studies. 
(3) Joint public hearings (except 

where otherwise provided by statute). 
(4) Joint environmental assessments. 
(c) Agencies shall cooperate with 

State and local agencies to the fullest 
extent possible to reduce duplication 
between NEPA and comparable State 
and local requirements, unless the 
agencies are specifically barred from 
doing so by some other law. Except for 

cases covered by paragraph (a) of this 
section, such cooperation shall to the 
fullest extent possible include joint en-
vironmental impact statements. In 
such cases one or more Federal agen-
cies and one or more State or local 
agencies shall be joint lead agencies. 
Where State laws or local ordinances 
have environmental impact statement 
requirements in addition to but not in 
conflict with those in NEPA, Federal 
agencies shall cooperate in fulfilling 
these requirements as well as those of 
Federal laws so that one document will 
comply with all applicable laws. 

(d) To better integrate environ-
mental impact statements into State 
or local planning processes, statements 
shall discuss any inconsistency of a 
proposed action with any approved 
State or local plan and laws (whether 
or not federally sanctioned). Where an 
inconsistency exists, the statement 
should describe the extent to which the 
agency would reconcile its proposed ac-
tion with the plan or law. 

§ 1506.3 Adoption. 

(a) An agency may adopt a Federal 
draft or final environmental impact 
statement or portion thereof provided 
that the statement or portion thereof 
meets the standards for an adequate 
statement under these regulations. 

(b) If the actions covered by the 
original environmental impact state-
ment and the proposed action are sub-
stantially the same, the agency adopt-
ing another agency’s statement is not 
required to recirculate it except as a 
final statement. Otherwise the adopt-
ing agency shall treat the statement as 
a draft and recirculate it (except as 
provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion). 

(c) A cooperating agency may adopt 
without recirculating the environ-
mental impact statement of a lead 
agency when, after an independent re-
view of the statement, the cooperating 
agency concludes that its comments 
and suggestions have been satisfied. 

(d) When an agency adopts a state-
ment which is not final within the 
agency that prepared it, or when the 
action it assesses is the subject of a re-
ferral under part 1504, or when the 
statement’s adequacy is the subject of 
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a judicial action which is not final, the 
agency shall so specify. 

§ 1506.4 Combining documents. 
Any environmental document in 

compliance with NEPA may be com-
bined with any other agency document 
to reduce duplication and paperwork. 

§ 1506.5 Agency responsibility. 
(a) Information. If an agency requires 

an applicant to submit environmental 
information for possible use by the 
agency in preparing an environmental 
impact statement, then the agency 
should assist the applicant by out-
lining the types of information re-
quired. The agency shall independently 
evaluate the information submitted 
and shall be responsible for its accu-
racy. If the agency chooses to use the 
information submitted by the appli-
cant in the environmental impact 
statement, either directly or by ref-
erence, then the names of the persons 
responsible for the independent evalua-
tion shall be included in the list of pre-
parers (§ 1502.17). It is the intent of this 
paragraph that acceptable work not be 
redone, but that it be verified by the 
agency. 

(b) Environmental assessments. If an 
agency permits an applicant to prepare 
an environmental assessment, the 
agency, besides fulfilling the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section, 
shall make its own evaluation of the 
environmental issues and take respon-
sibility for the scope and content of the 
environmental assessment. 

(c) Environmental impact statements. 
Except as provided in §§ 1506.2 and 1506.3 
any environmental impact statement 
prepared pursuant to the requirements 
of NEPA shall be prepared directly by 
or by a contractor selected by the lead 
agency or where appropriate under 
§ 1501.6(b), a cooperating agency. It is 
the intent of these regulations that the 
contractor be chosen solely by the lead 
agency, or by the lead agency in co-
operation with cooperating agencies, or 
where appropriate by a cooperating 
agency to avoid any conflict of inter-
est. Contractors shall execute a disclo-
sure statement prepared by the lead 
agency, or where appropriate the co-
operating agency, specifying that they 
have no financial or other interest in 

the outcome of the project. If the docu-
ment is prepared by contract, the re-
sponsible Federal official shall furnish 
guidance and participate in the prepa-
ration and shall independently evalu-
ate the statement prior to its approval 
and take responsibility for its scope 
and contents. Nothing in this section is 
intended to prohibit any agency from 
requesting any person to submit infor-
mation to it or to prohibit any person 
from submitting information to any 
agency. 

§ 1506.6 Public involvement. 
Agencies shall: 
(a) Make diligent efforts to involve 

the public in preparing and imple-
menting their NEPA procedures. 

(b) Provide public notice of NEPA-re-
lated hearings, public meetings, and 
the availability of environmental docu-
ments so as to inform those persons 
and agencies who may be interested or 
affected. 

(1) In all cases the agency shall mail 
notice to those who have requested it 
on an individual action. 

(2) In the case of an action with ef-
fects of national concern notice shall 
include publication in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and notice by mail to na-
tional organizations reasonably ex-
pected to be interested in the matter 
and may include listing in the 102 Mon-
itor. An agency engaged in rulemaking 
may provide notice by mail to national 
organizations who have requested that 
notice regularly be provided. Agencies 
shall maintain a list of such organiza-
tions. 

(3) In the case of an action with ef-
fects primarily of local concern the no-
tice may include: 

(i) Notice to State and areawide 
clearinghouses pursuant to OMB Cir-
cular A–95 (Revised). 

(ii) Notice to Indian tribes when ef-
fects may occur on reservations. 

(iii) Following the affected State’s 
public notice procedures for com-
parable actions. 

(iv) Publication in local newspapers 
(in papers of general circulation rather 
than legal papers). 

(v) Notice through other local media. 
(vi) Notice to potentially interested 

community organizations including 
small business associations. 
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(vii) Publication in newsletters that 
may be expected to reach potentially 
interested persons. 

(viii) Direct mailing to owners and 
occupants of nearby or affected prop-
erty. 

(ix) Posting of notice on and off site 
in the area where the action is to be lo-
cated. 

(c) Hold or sponsor public hearings or 
public meetings whenever appropriate 
or in accordance with statutory re-
quirements applicable to the agency. 
Criteria shall include whether there is: 

(1) Substantial environmental con-
troversy concerning the proposed ac-
tion or substantial interest in holding 
the hearing. 

(2) A request for a hearing by another 
agency with jurisdiction over the ac-
tion supported by reasons why a hear-
ing will be helpful. If a draft environ-
mental impact statement is to be con-
sidered at a public hearing, the agency 
should make the statement available 
to the public at least 15 days in ad-
vance (unless the purpose of the hear-
ing is to provide information for the 
draft environmental impact state-
ment). 

(d) Solicit appropriate information 
from the public. 

(e) Explain in its procedures where 
interested persons can get information 
or status reports on environmental im-
pact statements and other elements of 
the NEPA process. 

(f) Make environmental impact state-
ments, the comments received, and any 
underlying documents available to the 
public pursuant to the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 
552), without regard to the exclusion 
for interagency memoranda where such 
memoranda transmit comments of 
Federal agencies on the environmental 
impact of the proposed action. Mate-
rials to be made available to the public 
shall be provided to the public without 
charge to the extent practicable, or at 
a fee which is not more than the actual 
costs of reproducing copies required to 
be sent to other Federal agencies, in-
cluding the Council. 

§ 1506.7 Further guidance. 
The Council may provide further 

guidance concerning NEPA and its pro-
cedures including: 

(a) A handbook which the Council 
may supplement from time to time, 
which shall in plain language provide 
guidance and instructions concerning 
the application of NEPA and these reg-
ulations. 

(b) Publication of the Council’s 
Memoranda to Heads of Agencies. 

(c) In conjunction with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the pub-
lication of the 102 Monitor, notice of: 

(1) Research activities; 
(2) Meetings and conferences related 

to NEPA; and 
(3) Successful and innovative proce-

dures used by agencies to implement 
NEPA. 

§ 1506.8 Proposals for legislation. 

(a) The NEPA process for proposals 
for legislation (§ 1508.17) significantly 
affecting the quality of the human en-
vironment shall be integrated with the 
legislative process of the Congress. A 
legislative environmental impact 
statement is the detailed statement re-
quired by law to be included in a rec-
ommendation or report on a legislative 
proposal to Congress. A legislative en-
vironmental impact statement shall be 
considered part of the formal trans-
mittal of a legislative proposal to Con-
gress; however, it may be transmitted 
to Congress up to 30 days later in order 
to allow time for completion of an ac-
curate statement which can serve as 
the basis for public and Congressional 
debate. The statement must be avail-
able in time for Congressional hearings 
and deliberations. 

(b) Preparation of a legislative envi-
ronmental impact statement shall con-
form to the requirements of these regu-
lations except as follows: 

(1) There need not be a scoping proc-
ess. 

(2) The legislative statement shall be 
prepared in the same manner as a draft 
statement, but shall be considered the 
‘‘detailed statement’’ required by stat-
ute; Provided, That when any of the fol-
lowing conditions exist both the draft 
and final environmental impact state-
ment on the legislative proposal shall 
be prepared and circulated as provided 
by §§ 1503.1 and 1506.10. 

(i) A Congressional Committee with 
jurisdiction over the proposal has a 
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